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Women in Amazon take more prominent role in environmental protection

In indigenous Kichwa communities, women like Patricia Gualinga have traditionally taken on the role
of wife, mother and cultivator of the crops that families use to survive in Ecuador’s Amazonian region
of Sarayaku.

In recent years, however, as corporations and other entities looking to extract precious minerals
and resources have entered indigenous communities’ ancestral lands in the Amazon, that role has
expanded to include community leader and defender of the environment for women like 49-year-old
Gualinga. (...)
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