Amazon synod to take on land use, biodiversity, indigenous rights

In the fall, a special Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazonian region will mark the Catholic Church's
most serious reentry into the ecological arena since Francis issued "Laudato Si', on Care for Our
Common Home" nearly four years ago.

The synod, to be held Oct. 6-27 in Rome and themed "Amazonia: New Paths for the Church and for
an Integral Ecology," will examine evangelical approaches in the region and "the cause of the crisis
of the Amazonian forest, lung of fundamental importance for our planet,” in Pope Francis' words.
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